
    
          

     
     

   
     

  

 
 

  
 

  
  

 

  
 

 
 

   
  

 
 

  
 
 

   
 

 
 

Improving School 
Climate to Help 
Prevent Bullying 

WHAT 
is school climate? 

School climate refers to the quality and
character of school life.1 The more
positive school culture is, the better kids
will be able to learn.2 

inc lusive 
valuing each person 

as a contributor 

A  Healthy 
School 

Climate  Is . . . modeled 
by adults for students respectful 

engaging everyone 

col laborat ive 
involving students, 
families, school staff 

safe 
physically, 

emotionally, 
and socially 

3

Signs of Negative School Climate4
Some concerning actions at school can disrupt learning and threaten safety.

of middle 
schools88% reported 

of high 
school 
students 22% had access 

of students 
12-18 years 21% old reported 

of urban 
students 15% reported 
presence 

of high school 
students were
threatened 6% or injured 

VIOLENCE 

DRUGS 

BULLYING 

GANGS 

WEAPONS 

WHO 
contributes to 
school climate? 

HOW 
to Improve School Climate and
Prevent Bullying and Violence5

Be 
Personable 

Provide 
Praise to 
Students 
Liberally 

Encourage 
Peer 

Support 

Have 
an 

Open
 
Door
 

Include 
Students 
Who are 
Left Out 
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Indicators of School Crime and Safety: 2016 (NCES 2017-064/NCJ 250650). National Center for Education Statistics, U.S.
Department of Education, and Bureau of Justice Statistics, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. Washington,
D.C., https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2017/2017064.pdf. 5 Sulkowski, M. and Lazarus, P., Creating Safe and Supportive Schools and 
Fostering Students’ Mental Health, (Routledge. 2016), 227-246. 
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